
Columbia Elementary Student Drop Off & Pick Up Procedures 

Columbia has students who ride buses, walk and who are picked up by vehicle.  In addition, we share our 
parking lots with over a dozen bus routes.  Coordinating the pick-up process is important so that we can 
ensure the safety of all students, and get you on your way! 

For morning drop-off, please pull forward along the curb (up to the flag pole), promptly drop off your child, 
and exit.  If you pick up your child from school, please note the procedures below and always remain 
patient.  When everyone works together and does their part, the whole process is safely completed in only 
15 minutes.  Remember, your child will raise his/her hand to indicate you have arrived in the pick-up lanes, 
and staff will walk your child to your vehicle. 

 

• Remain with your vehicle at all times.     
• When leaving the parking lot, do not make left turns, even if the way is clear.  Left turns are unfair to 

other drivers and buses, because it inevitably backs up traffic in the parking lot. 

Do not block 
disabled parking.  
Many families 
need these spots!  

There is only one lane during drop-
off.  There are two lanes for pick-
up.  Always yield to buses as they 
pass through to exit.  

Right turns only, to 
exit.  This is a huge 
help to other 
drivers and buses! 

The south parking lot is 
for buses only. Drop 
off/pick up in this lot is 
not allowed. 

DRIVE SLOWLY! 

Even if the lot is clearing 
out, children are still 
present. 



 

Parking At or Near Columbia Elementary 

 
At Columbia we want families to feel welcomed and have access to our school.  However, 
parking can be a bit tricky when we have lots of visitors for a special event or for drop 
off/pick up.  Please consider the following when parking your car at or near Columbia. 

 
Parking On Campus 

 
Visitor parking is available in the north parking lot, where pick up and drop off takes place.  
Parking spaces are limited during drop off and pick up, due to high demand.  If your child is 
able to walk themselves to the playground, or is able to wait in the pick up line, please 
consider not parking at all.  Instead, drop off your child at the fire lane curb and pick them 
up following the procedures on the other side of this page.  (We have many students with 
special needs, whose families need to park in order to take them to and from class safely.) 
 
Please note: if you park and leave your vehicle in a fire lane, or park in a designated disabled 
parking space without a placard, you may be ticketed/towed! 
 

Parking Off Campus 
 

Off-campus parking is available on side streets, adjacent to campus.  Please be aware of 
posted parking restrictions on some side streets.  We ask that visitors help us be good 
neighbors by parking in a manner that leaves resident driveways clear, and allows refuse 
cans to be picked up. 
 
The Mukilteo Police Department has been clear that staff, students & families should cross 
Harbour Pointe Blvd only at designated crosswalks.  In addition, please do not park at 
Kamiak High School—you will be ticketed. 
 
Although parking can be difficult at times, we are here to help you.  Please do not hesitate to 
contact the Columbia office if you have unique needs to access our parking lots during high 
volume times.  We appreciate your cooperation, and your patience! 
 


