
2020 Graduation message for families 

Dear families of senior students, 

You and your students have been in our hearts as we have planned and re-planned a way to 
celebrate graduates while following the governor’s stay home, stay healthy orders. We had 
originally planned to invite graduates to walk across their school’s stage, one-by-one following 
physical distancing orders, while their names were announced to be included in a video that 
would premiere on graduation night. The filming date was to occur in late May.  

We have since received further guidance from the state Department of Health and governor’s 
office that this is not allowable in Phase 1 of the governor’s reopening plans. While we could 
have delayed the filming and, as a result, the graduation premiere, it would have been subject to 
the success of Phase 1 and the timing of Phase 2, all of which is still tentative. Instead, we have 
developed a plan to do both an online commencement video in time for graduation dates AND 
an in-person diploma pickup when we are safely in Phase 2. These plans follow the state 
Department of Health’s guidelines and have been approved by Snohomish Health District. 

ONLINE COMMENCEMENT 

The online commencement will include filming commencement speeches and student solo 
performances at each school the first week of June, assuming we are in Phase 2. In addition, 
the video company will collect student-submitted photos of seniors in their caps and gowns to 
include in the video. Watch for a school-specific upload link coming from your child’s school in 
the next day or two.  

Don’t have a way to submit a photo? We’ve got you covered. Schools will supply senior 
photos submitted for the yearbook to the video company for any students who do not submit 
their own photos.  

The final video will premiere via the district YouTube Channel on the school’s commencement 
date and time: 

• ACES: June 11, 7 p.m. 
• Kamiak: June 12, 4 p.m. 
• Mariner: June 12, 8 p.m. 

The video will be shared through the district website and district social media after the YouTube 
Premiere. Our hope is the online commencement will give families a way to celebrate the event 
safely from their homes. It can also easily be shared with family members who are in other 
locations or unable to leave their homes so everyone can share in celebrating seniors with the 
hallmark pomp and circumstance of a graduation ceremony. 

DRIVE-THRU DIPLOMA PICKUP 

Assuming we have progressed to Phase 2, graduates and members of their household may 
drive to their school to pick up their diploma at a designated window of time on Friday, June 19. 
Students will stay in their car until their name is called. When called, students will drive up to a 
designated area to receive their diploma in their cap and gown. There will be a photo 
background or area provided for students to have a professional photo taken with their diploma 
in-hand. After students pick up their diploma, they will re-enter their cars and exit campus. 



School security and limited staff will be present, respecting physical distancing guidelines and 
wearing personal protective equipment as appropriate for their role in the process. 

Your child’s school will send each graduating senior a specific window of time to arrive at the 
school on June 19. Please remember this is a tentative date, subject to the governor moving us 
to Phase 2 of the reopening plan. 

We sincerely hope these plans will help graduates feel celebrated and honored while following 
guidelines for safety of all those involved. While it was not the graduation plan we hoped for, 
staff are making every effort to make the event special and memorable. 

Please watch for important communication from your child’s school in the next few days.  

Sincerely, 

Dr. Alison Brynelson 
Superintendent  


