
 

Your summer assignment is a chance for you to read a complex (and enjoyable!) text, broaden 

your literary horizons, and write in response to what you are reading and thinking. It is also a 

chance for me to get to know you as a reader and writer. Both parts of this assignment are due 

the second day of school (September 6).  
 

 

WHY is it important?  

 Keep your brain active. 

 Read/study a book that you could potentially use on the AP test next spring. 

 Practice your analysis skills without someone telling you what to think. 

 Annotating is something that good readers DO.  

 Enjoy a wonderful summer read! Reading can be fun (really!), and all of these are great 
books. 

 

TEXT—Choose one of the following:  

 All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr 

 Circe by Madeline Miller 

 City of Thieves by David Benioff 

 Homegoing by Yaa Gyasi 

 Never Let Me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro 
*You are not required to purchase your book, but you will need it the first two weeks of school.  

 

ASSIGNMENT: 

Read and annotate the novel. The notes you make will not only help you understand what 

you’re reading, but they will also come in handy when you work with and discuss your book 

with classmates. You may choose any annotation style or format that works for you: 

 Write notes in your book (if it’s your copy!) 

 Use sticky notes 

 Keep a reading journal with your thoughts, observations, etc. 

 If using an e-reader, highlight and make notes (although this can be cumbersome and 
not as easy for discussion) 

 

 

WHY is it important? 

Good readers and writers have a broad knowledge of literature and can make connections 

between works. Listening to a few podcasts about literature will help you develop a broader 

appreciation for (and interest in) all things literary, including the cultural and historical context 

of some works. 



ASSIGNMENT: 

You will listen and respond to a total of three literary podcast episodes. 

Podcast #1: The History of Literature, Episode 136, “The Kids Are Alright—Aren’t They? Making 

the Case for Literature.” 

Available at http://historyofliterature.com/ as well as iTunes and just about anywhere else you 

find podcasts. (Yes, I know the host’s voice can be fairly hypnotic—he would be great at leading 

a meditation session—but he does have some brilliant things to say). 

 

Podcast #2: The History of Literature—choose an episode about a poet or poetry. 

 

Podcast #3: Choose one additional podcast episode—either another episode of The History of 

Literature (but please, not episode numbers 48, 65, and 110, as they are all on works we will 

read next year!) or some other podcast that has to do with literature, writing, or poetry. It 

should not just be a reading of a story or poem—the full-length episode (30+ minutes) needs to 

contain discussion, analysis, commentary, etc. Find something that interests you! You can start 

your search on iTunes by clicking “literature,” or do a search for a literary topic of interest. 

 

DIRECTIONS: 

For each of the three episodes, type a response of approximately 350 words. You may zero in 

on a specific idea and explain its significance, make connections, describe a new understanding, 

provide commentary about what you heard, etc. For podcasts two and three, also tell me why 

you choose these particular episodes. Your writing style here will be somewhat informal and 

exploratory, like a journal entry. 

 

Use MLA format: 12 pt. Times, double-spaced; number your responses and begin each with the 

MLA citation for the podcast episode (go here https://style.mla.org/how-do-i-cite-a-podcast-

episode/ for format instructions). 

 

Heading (in upper left corner, but not in the header!): 

 

 

Donald Duck 

Mrs. Schwenn 

AP Lit. 

5 September 2018 

Summer Podcast Assignment 

Podcast #1:  

http://historyofliterature.com/
https://style.mla.org/how-do-i-cite-a-podcast-episode/
https://style.mla.org/how-do-i-cite-a-podcast-episode/


AP Literature Summer Reading NOVEL Descriptions, 2018 
 

All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr 

While set mostly in Germany and France before and during WWII, All the Light is not really a “war novel.” Yes, 

there is fear and fighting and disappearance and death, but the author’s focus is on the interior lives of his two 

characters. Marie Laure is a blind 14-year-old French girl who flees to the countryside when her father disappears 

from Nazi-occupied Paris. Werner is a gadget-obsessed German orphan whose skills admit him to a brutal branch 

of Hitler Youth.  Eventually, and inevitably, Marie Laure’s and Werner’s paths cross. It is through their individual 

and intertwined tales that Doerr masterfully and knowledgeably re-creates the deprived civilian conditions of war-

torn France and the strictly controlled lives of the military occupiers. Winner of the Pulitzer Prize. 

 

Circe by Madeline Miller 

In the house of Helios, god of the sun and mightiest of the Titans, a daughter is born. But Circe is a strange child—
not powerful, like her father, nor viciously alluring like her mother. Turning to the world of mortals for 
companionship, she discovers that she does possess power—the power of witchcraft, which can transform rivals 
into monsters and menace the gods themselves. Threatened, Zeus banishes her to a deserted island, where she 
hones her occult craft, tames wild beasts, and crosses paths with many of the most famous figures in all of 
mythology, including the Minotaur, Daedalus and his doomed son Icarus, the murderous Medea, and, of course, 
wily Odysseus. But there is danger, too, for a woman who stands alone, and Circe unwittingly draws the wrath of 
both men and gods, ultimately finding herself pitted against one of the most terrifying and vengeful of the 
Olympians. To protect what she loves most, Circe must summon all her strength and choose, once and for all, 
whether she belongs with the gods she is born from, or the mortals she has come to love. 
With unforgettably vivid characters, mesmerizing language and page-turning suspense, Circe is a triumph of 
storytelling, an intoxicating epic of family rivalry, palace intrigue, love and loss, as well as a celebration of 
indomitable female strength in a man's world. 
 

City of Thieves by David Benioff 

Author and screenwriter Benioff follows up The 25th Hour with this hard-to-put-down novel based on his 

grandfather's stories about surviving WWII in Russia. Having elected to stay in Leningrad during the siege, 17-year-

old Lev Beniov is caught looting a German paratrooper's corpse. The penalty for this infraction (and many others) is 

execution. But when Colonel Grechko confronts Lev and Kolya, a Russian army deserter also facing execution, he 

spares them on the condition that they acquire a dozen eggs for the colonel's daughter's wedding cake. Their 

mission exposes them to the most ghoulish acts of the starved populace and takes them behind enemy lines to the 

Russian countryside.  

 

Homegoing by Yaa Gyasi 

Ghana, eighteenth century: two half-sisters are born into different villages, each unaware of the other. One will 

marry an Englishman and lead a life of comfort in the palatial rooms of the Cape Coast Castle. The other will be 

captured in a raid on her village, imprisoned in the very same castle, and sold into slavery.  

Homegoing follows the parallel paths of these sisters and their descendants through eight generations: from the 

Gold Coast to the plantations of Mississippi, from the American Civil War to Jazz Age Harlem. Yaa Gyasi’s 

extraordinary novel illuminates slavery’s troubled legacy both for those who were taken and those who stayed—

and shows how the memory of captivity has been inscribed on the soul of our nation. 

 

Never Let Me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro 

As children Kathy, Ruth, and Tommy were students at Hailsham, an exclusive boarding school secluded in the 

English countryside. It was a place of mercurial cliques and mysterious rules where teachers were constantly 

reminding their charges of how special they were. Now, years later, Kathy is a young woman. Ruth and Tommy 

have reentered her life. And for the first time she is beginning to look back at their shared past and understand just 

what it is that makes them special—and how that gift will shape the rest of their time together. Suspenseful, 

moving, beautifully atmospheric, Never Let Me Go is modern classic. 

 

*all summaries from Amazon.com 


